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ABSTRACT

A collapsible arm support device and/or method of providing
the same. The arm support device is changeable between a
collapsed configuration and a deployed (expanded) configu-
ration. The device, when placed between arms of a seat in the
deployed configuration provides a comfortable and conve-
nient support for the users arms. The device is advantageously
portable.
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1
COLLAPSIBLE ARM SUPPORT

This application claims benefit of U.S. Provisional Appli-
cation No. 61/823,956, filed 16 May 2013, the entire disclo-
sure of which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

This application is related to collapsible arm and/or head
rests for seats, such as airplane seats.

Sitting in seats for extended periods of time can be unpleas-
ant for many people. One commonly uncomfortable situation
is being in an airplane seat for an extended period of time.
People in such situations often want to simply put their head
down and rest, but there is not a convenient and comfortable
way to do so. For example, a person may deploy a tray (or
“tray table”) built into either the seat itself or more typically
the seat in front, and bend over to put their arms on the tray,
and their head on their crossed arms. However, the trays are
typically positioned so that doing so requires bending to an
uncomfortable extent. Similar situations may arise in other
settings.

As such, there remains a need for devices that provide more
convenient and comfortable support for resting arms and/or
heads when sitting in a seat. Such devices would advanta-
geously be collapsible and portable, so as to be able to be
easily carried from one seat to another, such as for seats on
different airplanes.

SUMMARY

The present invention provides a collapsible arm support
device and/or a method of providing the same. The arm sup-
port device is changeable between a collapsed configuration
and a deployed (expanded) configuration. The device, when
placed between arms of a seat in the deployed configuration
provides a comfortable and convenient support for the users
arms. The device is advantageously portable.

In one or more embodiments, the present invention is a
method of providing an arm rest. The method includes chang-
ing a collapsible arm support device from a collapsed con-
figuration to a deployed configuration, and thereafter, releas-
ably bracing the arm support device against left and right
arms of a seat. The arm support device comprises a left
platform moveably connected to a right platform; and a left
support frame moveably connected to a right support frame,
with the left and right support frames each having at least one
notch on an outboard end thereof; and a left leg pivotally
mounted to at least one of the left platform and the left support
frame; and a right leg pivotally mounted to at least one of the
right platform and the right support frame. When the device is
in the collapsed configuration: a) the left and right platforms
are substantially parallel; b) the left and right support frames
are substantially parallel; c) the left leg is substantially par-
allel to the left platform; and d) the right leg is substantially
parallel to the right platform. When the device is in the
deployed configuration: a) the left and right platforms are
substantially parallel; b) the left and right support frames are
disposed transverse to each other at a non-zero angle; c) the
left leg is disposed transverse to the left platform and the left
support frame and extends between the left platform and the
left support frame so as to space outboard portions of the left
platform and the left support frame from each other; d) the
right leg is disposed transverse to the right platform and the
right support frame and extends between the right platform
and the right support frame so as to space outboard portions of
the right platform and right support frame from each other.
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The step of bracing the arm support device includes engaging
the notches of the left and right support frame against the left
and right arms of the seat, respectively.

For some embodiments, the method may be such that
changing the collapsible arm support device from the col-
lapsed configuration to the deployed configuration comprises
rotating the right support frame relative to the left support
frame through an arc greater than 90°. The left support frame
may have two notches on the outboard end thereof spaced
from each other, and the right support frame may have two
notches on the outboard end thereof spaced from each other,
and the step of bracing the arm support device may comprise:
a) engaging the two notches of the left support frame against
the left arms of the seat; and b) engaging the two notches of
the right support frame against the right arms of the seat. The
changing of the collapsible arm support device from the col-
lapsed configuration to the deployed configuration may com-
prise: a) engaging a protrusion on the left leg in one hole of a
plurality of through holes in the left support frame; and b)
engaging a protrusion on the right leg in one hole of a plurality
of through holes in the right support frame. The method may
further include thereafter the user disposing elbows in
recesses in the left and right platforms, respectively. The
method may further include thereafter disconnecting the sup-
port device from the seat and returning the arm support device
to the collapsed configuration.

In one or more embodiments, the invention is a collapsible
arm support device that is movable between a collapsed con-
figuration and a deployed configuration. The collapsible arm
support device includes: a) a left platform moveably con-
nected to a right platform; b) a left support frame pivotally
connected to a right support frame and the right platform,
with the left support frame having at least one notch on an
outboard end thereof, and the right support frame having at
least one notch on an outboard end thereof, c¢) a left leg
pivotally mounted to at least one of the left platform and the
left support frame; d) a right leg pivotally mounted to at least
one of the right platform and the right support frame. In the
collapsed configuration: a) the left and right platforms are
substantially parallel; b) the left and right support frames are
substantially parallel; ¢) the left leg is substantially parallel to
the left platform; d) the right leg is substantially parallel to the
right platform. In the deployed configuration: a) the left and
right platforms are substantially parallel; b) the left and right
support frames are disposed transverse to each other at a
non-zero angle; ¢) the left leg is disposed transverse to the left
platform and the left support frame and extends between the
left platform and the left support frame so as to space out-
board portions of the left platform and the left support frame
from each other; d) the right leg is disposed transverse to the
right platform and the right support frame and extends
between the right platform and the right support frame so as to
space outboard portions of the right platform and right sup-
port frame from each other.

For some embodiments, in the deployed configuration: a)
the left platform, the left support frame, and the left leg form
a first right triangle; and b) the right platform, the right sup-
port frame, and the right leg form a second right triangle. The
left and right legs may be fixed in length, or variable in length.
The left and right platforms may advantageously include
recesses in their outboard sections, which may be shallow
depressions, or through holes. The left support frame may
advantageously pivotally connect to the right support frame at
ahinge assembly, such that, in the deployed configuration, the
left and right support frames define an open space therebe-
tween such that the left and right support frames are not
connected to each other except through a hinge assembly. The
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hinge assembly may include a hinge frame and first, second,
and third distinct pivot axes that are spaced from each other.
The left and right support frames may pivot about the first
pivot axis; the left platform may pivot about the second pivot
axis; and the right platform may pivot about the third pivot
axis.

For some embodiments, the left and right support frames
are configured such that the right support frame rotates rela-
tive to the left support frame through an arc greater than 90°
when the device is changed from the collapsed configuration
to the deployed configuration. In other embodiments, the arc
may be less than 90°.

Advantageously, the left support frame has two notches on
the outboard end thereof spaced from each other, and the right
support frame has two notches on the outboard end thereof
spaced from each other. Further, the left support frame may
include a grip pad forming an outboard face of the notch in the
left support frame; likewise, the right support frame may
include a grip pad forming an outboard face of the notch in the
right support frame. The left and right support frames may
each include a plurality of holes therethrough for mating with
a corresponding protrusion on the corresponding leg in the
deployed configuration. The left support frame may be rotat-
able relative to the right support frame about a first pivot axis
associated with a hinge assembly, with the first pivot axis
disposed equidistant from outermost tips of the left and right
platforms with the device in the deployed configuration. A
linear distance between outboard tips of the left and right
support frames may be variable with the device in the
deployed configuration. Further, the left and right platforms
are advantageously substantially planar.

The various aspects discussed above may be used alone or
in any combination. The various apparatus disclosed herein
may operate according to any combination of various meth-
ods disclosed herein, and vice versa. Further, the present
invention is not limited to the above features and advantages.
Indeed, those skilled in the art will recognize additional fea-
tures and advantages upon reading the following detailed
description, and upon viewing the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a perspective view of an arm support device
according to one or more embodiments of the present inven-
tion, in a deployed configuration.

FIG. 2 shows a side view of the device of FIG. 1, in a
deployed configuration.

FIG. 3 shows a partially exploded view of the device of
FIG. 1, in a deployed configuration, with some parts (e.g.,
fasteners) omitted for clarity.

FIG. 4 shows a more detailed view of a hinge assembly of
FIG. 2, with some parts (e.g., the right platform) omitted for
clarity.

FIG. 5 shows a side view the device of FIG. 1, in the
collapsed configuration.

FIG. 6 shows a front view of the device of FIG. 1, in the
collapsed configuration.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present application is directed to a collapsible arm
support device and/or method of operating the same. The arm
support device is changeable between a collapsed configura-
tion and a deployed (expanded) configuration. The device,
when placed between arms 5 of a seat and in the deployed
configuration, provides a comfortable and convenient support
for the user’s arms.
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One embodiment of the collapsible arm support device is
shown in FIGS. 1-4, and generally indicated at 10. The device
10 includes a left assembly 20, a right assembly 60, and a
hinge assembly 100. The left assembly 20 includes a left
platform 22, a left support frame 24, and a left leg 26. The left
platform 22 includes an inboard section 32 and an outboard
section 36. The inboard section 32 includes suitable means
for pivotally mating with the hinge assembly 100, such as the
two short flanges shown with pivot holes 34 therein for receiv-
ing fasteners 130. The outboard section 36 is advantageously
tapered and optionally includes a recess 38 in an elbow rest
zone. This recess 38 may take the form of a simple concave
indention, or may be a through hole as illustrated. If the recess
38 is athrough hole, the perimeter edge of the through hole 38
is advantageously contoured to remove any sharp edges. The
left platform 22 has a length PL and is advantageously sub-
stantially planar. In this context, substantially means within
about ten degrees of being strictly planar. While the left
platform 22 is shown as being formed by an inverted channel,
such is not required in all embodiments. Indeed, the left
platform 22 could alternatively take the form of a generally
rectangular block of material, which may be solid and/or
hollow in places, as is desired. The upper surface of the left
platform 22 is shown as being a contiguous surface, and this
surface may be unadorned or may include any suitable indicia
(e.g., logos, etc.) printed or formed thereon, as is desired.

The left support frame 24 includes a proximal section 42
and a distal section 46. In the deployed configuration (FIG. 1),
the distal section 46 is disposed outboard of the proximal
section 42. Thus, the terms proximal and distal, when used in
relation to the left support frame 24 (or the right support frame
64 discussed below) are in relation to the pivot axis P1 about
which the support frame 24,64 is mounted relative to the
remainder of the device 10. The proximal section 42 includes
suitable proximally extending mounting flanges 44 having
pivot holes 45 therein for receiving fasteners 130. The distal
section 46 includes one or more notches 48 on an end thereof.
In the illustrated embodiment, the distal section 46 includes
two such notches 48 that are located in spaced relation to each
other. These notches 48 may be formed on corresponding
distally extending flanges, as is desired. The left support
frame 24 may include suitable grip pads 49 that form the
notches 48, although such is not required. The left support
frame 24 has a length FLL and is advantageously substantially
planar. While the left support frame 24 is shown as being
formed by a channel, such is not required in all embodiments.
Indeed, the left support frame 24 could alternatively take the
form of a generally rectangular block of material, which may
be solid and/or hollow in places, as is desired. Similar to the
left platform 22, the left support frame 24 may have any
suitable indicia (e.g., logos, etc.) printed or formed thereon,
as is desired.

The left leg 26 is pivotally mounted to the left platform 22.
Theupper section 52 of the left leg 26, nearer the left platform
22, may include suitable flange(s) with holes 53 therein for
pivotally mounting the left leg 26 to the left platform 22 via
fasteners 130. Advantageously, the left leg 26 is approxi-
mately as thick as underside recess formed by the left plat-
form 22, so that the left leg 26 can be fully or mostly fully
received into the left platform 22 when the device 10 is
collapsed. The lower section 54 of the left leg 26 includes one
or more feet or protuberances 56 whose function is described
below.

The right assembly 60 is pivotally connected to the left
assembly 20 at hinge assembly 100. The right assembly 60 is
advantageously substantially a mirror image, about pivot axis
P1, of the left assembly 20. As such, the right assembly 60
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includes a right platform 62, a right support frame 64, and a
right leg 66. The right platform 62 includes an inboard section
72 and an outboard section 76. The inboard section 72
includes suitable means for pivotally mating with the hinge
assembly 100, such as the two short flanges shown with pivot
holes 74 therein for receiving fasteners 130. The outboard
section 76 is advantageously tapered and optionally includes
arecess 78 in an elbow rest zone. As with recess 38, this recess
78 may take the form of a simple concave indention, or may
be a through hole as illustrated. The right platform 62 has a
length PR and is advantageously substantially planar. Length
PL and length PR are advantageously the same. As with left
platform 22, while the right platform 62 is shown as being
formed by an inverted channel, such is not required in all
embodiments. Indeed, the right platform 62 could alterna-
tively take the form of a generally rectangular block of mate-
rial, which may be solid and/or hollow in places, as is desired.
The upper surface of the right platform 62 is shown as being
a contiguous surface, and this surface may be unadorned or
may include any suitable indicia (e.g., logos, etc.) printed or
formed thereon, as is desired.

The right support frame 64 includes a proximal section 82
and a distal section 86. The proximal section 82 includes
suitable proximally extending mounting flanges 84 having
pivot holes 85 therein for receiving fasteners 130. The distal
section 86 includes one or more notches 88 on an end thereof.
In the illustrated embodiment, the distal section 86 includes
two such notches 88 that are located in spaced relation to each
other. These notches 88 may be formed on corresponding
distally extending flanges, as is desired. The right support
frame 64 may include suitable grip pads 89 that form the
notches 88, although such is not required. The right support
frame 64 has a length FR and is advantageously substantially
planar. The length FL and length FR are advantageously the
same. While the right support frame 64 is shown as being
formed by a channel, such is not required in all embodiments.
As with the left support frame 24, the right support frame 64
could alternatively take the form of a generally rectangular
block of material, which may be solid and/or hollow in places,
as is desired. Similar to the left support frame 24, the right
support frame 64 may have any suitable indicia (e.g., logos,
etc.) printed or formed thereon, as is desired.

The right leg 66 is pivotally mounted to the right platform
62. The upper section 92 of the right leg 66, nearer the right
platform 62, may include suitable flange(s) with holes 93
therein for pivotally mounting the right leg 66 to the right
platform 62 via fasteners 130. Advantageously, the right leg
66 is approximately as thick as underside recess formed by
the right platform 62, so that the right leg 66 and be fully or
mostly fully received into the right platform 62 when the
device 10is collapsed. The lower section 94 of the right leg 66
includes one or more feet or protuberances 96 whose function
is described below.

The hinge assembly 100 helps pivotally connect the left
assembly 20 to the right assembly 60. The hinge assembly
100 may include a hinge frame 110 and a hinge pin 120. The
hinge frame 110 may include a base 112 with upwardly
extending end flanges 114. The end flanges 114 include three
holes 116,117 therethrough that are spaced from each other.
Relatively centrally located are holes 116, along central pivot
axis P1, for receiving the hinge pin 120. Disposed on either
side thereof, advantageously symmetrically, are holes 117 for
pivotally mounting the left and right platforms 22,62 via
suitable fasteners 130 along pivot axis P2 and pivot axis P3,
respectively. Hinge pin 120 extends through hinge frame 110
and advantageously includes an enlarged head 122 on each
end, which may be integral with the hinge pin 110 or mounted
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thereto. For the illustrated embodiment, the mounting flanges
44,84 of the left support frame 24 and the right support frame
64 are captured between the corresponding enlarged head 110
and the corresponding end flange 114.

As discussed above, the left assembly 20 and right assem-
bly 60 are pivotally mounted to each other so that the device
10 may be changed from a collapsed configuration (FIG. 4) to
a deployed configuration (FIG. 1) and back again. In the
collapsed configuration, the right assembly 60 is folded onto
the left assembly 20 so as to have a compact overall footprint.
In the collapsed configuration, the left and right platforms
22,62 are substantially parallel to each other, and the left and
right support frames 24,64 are substantially parallel to each
other, and the left and right legs 26,66 are substantially par-
allel to their respective platforms 22,62. For the illustrated
embodiment, the “underside” of the left and right support
frames 24,64 form the outermost surfaces of the device 10 in
the collapsed configuration. This collapsed configuration
help minimize the space consumed by the device 10 for
storage and (non-use) transport.

The user may open the device 10 to the deployed configu-
ration (FIG. 1) by rotating the right assembly 60 relative to the
left assembly 20. For the illustrated embodiment, this
involves rotating the left support frame 24 more than 180°
relative to the right support frame 64, so that the left support
frame 24 and the right support frame 64 are transverse to each
other and a non-zero angle f§ is formed therebetween. This
angle § may take on a suitable value, such as approximately
60° to approximately 120°. The left and right platforms 22,62
are rotated about their respective pivot axis relative to the
support frames 24,64 so as to be advantageously disposed
substantially parallel to each other, but in basically sequential
fashion rather than the folded fashion of the collapsed con-
figuration. The left leg 26 is the rotated relative to the left
platform 22 so that the left leg 26 extends between the left
platform 22 and the left support frame 24 and spaces the
outboard section 36 of the left platform 22 from the distal
section 46 of the left support frame 24. Likewise, the right leg
66 is rotated relative to the right platform 62 so that the right
leg 66 extends between the right platform 62 and the right
support frame 64 and spaces the outboard section 76 of the
right platform 62 from the distal section 86 of the right sup-
port frame 64. Thus, in the deployed configuration, the left
platform 22, the left support frame 24, and the left leg 26
jointly form a triangle, and the right platform 62, the right
support frame 64, and the right leg 66 jointly form another
triangle. These triangles may advantageously be right tri-
angles, but are not required to be.

In order to properly support the left platform 22, the ends of
the support frames 24,64 and the relative positions of the legs
26,66 should beheld in position. Itis intended that the notches
on 48,88 the support frames 24,64 be engaged against the
arms 5 of the seat, so that a distance between the notch 48 on
the left support frame 24 and the notch 88 on the right support
frame 64 is maintained. Note that this distance may be vari-
able to accommodate various widths between seat arms 5, but
that the distance is relatively fixed when the device is braced
against a given pair of seat arms. To releasably hold the left leg
26 in place, each protuberance 56 on the left leg 26 is designed
to fit in one of a corresponding series of through holes 47 in
the left support frame 24. When the protuberance 56 is in the
corresponding hole 47, the minimum distance between the
outboard section 36 of the left platform 22 and the distal
section 46 of the left support frame 24 is defined by the left leg
26. Similarly, to releasably hold the right leg 66 in place, each
protuberance 96 on the right leg 66 is designed to fit in one of
a corresponding series of through holes 87 in the right support
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frame 64. When the protuberance 96 is in the corresponding
hole 87, the minimum distance between the outboard section
76 of the right platform 62 and the distal section 86 of the right
support frame 64 is defined by the right leg 66. A series of
holes 47,87 are provided so that the angle of the platforms
22,62 may be adjusted as desired, especially to accommodate
variations in seat arm spacing. Advantageously, the seat arm
spacing accommodated by the device 10 is in the range of
about seventeen inches to about nineteen inches.

The device 10 is braced against the arms of the seat by
engaging the seat arms in the notches 48,88. This establishes
a temporarily fixed distance between the ends of the support
frames 24,64, and therefore helps determine the angle
between the support frames 24,64. The legs 26,66 are then
adjusted to the achieve the desired relative angle of the plat-
forms 22,62, such as substantially parallel (i.e., £5°) to each
other. As discussed above, the adjustment of the legs 26,66
may involve moving their protuberances 56,96 from one hole
47,87 to another until the desired relative angle is achieved.
The user may then rest their arms on the platforms 22,62. For
example, the user may rest their elbows in the recesses 38,78.
The force (e.g., weight) from the user’s left arm is transmitted
from the left platform 22 to the left support frame 24 by the
left leg 26, and likewise with the right arm and right assembly
60. The user may also rest their forearms against the platforms
22,62, and optionally rest their head on their forearms. Using
an airline flight as an example, when the flight is nearing
landing, the user may disengage the device 10 from the seat
arms, and fold the device 10 back into the collapsed configu-
ration (FIG. 4) for storage, etc.

It should be noted that the device 10 does not include a
retaining chain or cord that extends between the left and right
support frames 24,64 in the deployed configuration. Instead,
the left and right support frames 24,64 define an open space
128 that is free of obstructions. Thus, the left and right support
frames 24,64 are not connected to each other except through
hinge assembly 100. The defined open space 128 allows the
device 10 to fit over the user’s lower body (e.g., lower torso
and legs 26,66) so that the device 10 advantageously does not
rest on the user’s lower body, but instead rests on the arms of
the seat.

As discussed above, the distance between the notches
48,88 should be in the range of about seventeen inches to
nineteen inches, in the deployed configuration. Advanta-
geously, the combined length of the left and right platforms
22,66 (plus the distance between axis P2 and axis P3) is
approximately in the same range, or just slightly less, so that
the platforms, when in the deployed configuration, extend
across substantially the width between the seat arms, but do
not extend beyond that so as to not intrude on the adjoining
seat.

In some embodiments, padding may be added to the device
10, either permanently or removably. For example, a cush-
ioned pad may optionally be placed over the platforms 22,62
with pockets on the pad sliding over the distal ends of the
platforms 22,62. Such padding may increase user comfort,
and allow for easy customization of logos and the like.

The discussion above has assumed that the device 10 has
fixed length legs 26,66. However, in some embodiments, the
legs 26,66 may have a variable length, such as by including a
screw-type telescoping feature, or other variable length fea-
ture known in the mechanical arts. Likewise, while the dis-
cussion above has been in the context of the legs 26,66 being
pivotally mounted at the platforms 22,62, alternative embodi-
ments may have the legs 26,66 pivotally mounted at the
support frames 24,64 instead. Further, while the pivoting
connections illustrated herein have certain male/female rela-
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tionships, one of skill in the art will recognize that any or all
of these relationships may have a reverse male/female rela-
tionship relative to what is illustrated.

In addition, the discussion above has assumed that holes
47,87 are used to mate with protuberances 56,96 in order to
lock the legs 26,66 relative to the support frames 24,64 in the
deployed configuration. However, other means may alterna-
tively and/or additionally be used, such as one or more teeth
on one or both of the engaging elements, built-in bosses,
snap-fit arrangements, and the like.

The discussion above has generally been in the context of
the hinge assembly 100 connecting the left and right support
frames 24,64 having at least a hinge frame 110 and hinge pin
120. However, in some embodiments the hinge assembly 100
may consist of simply a hinge pin 120 (or other hinge mecha-
nism known in the art) without a hinge frame 110. Such an
embodiment may, for example, have the hinge pin 120 con-
nect the left and right support frames 24,64, with the left and
right platforms 22,62 being pivotally connected to their
respective support frames 24,64.

In the illustrated embodiment, the left and right support
frames 24,64 jointly sweep an arc of more than 180° when
changing from the deployed configuration to the collapsed
configuration. Thus, the left and right support frames 24,64
may be said to fold back on themselves when moving from the
deployed configuration to the collapsed configuration. How-
ever, in other embodiments, the left and right support frames
24,64 may sweep an arc of less than 180°, such as between
90° and 180° when changing from the deployed configuration
to the collapsed configuration. In these embodiments, the left
and right support frames 24,64 may be said to fold forward on
themselves when moving from the deployed configuration to
the collapsed configuration.

The various components of the device 10 may be made
from any suitable material or combination of materials, such
as aluminum, titanium, steel, various polymers such as high
density polyethylene or ABS, carbon or other fiber reinforced
polymers/resins, and the like. And, any suitable fabrication
techniques, or combination of techniques, may be used, such
as bending, milling, roll forming, injection or blow molding,
extrusion, plastic printing, etc.

The disclosure of all patents and patent publications men-
tioned above are incorporated herein by reference in their
entirety.

The present invention may, of course, be carried out in
other specific ways than those herein set forth without depart-
ing from the scope of the invention. The present embodiments
are, therefore, to be considered as illustrative and not restric-
tive.

What is claimed is:
1. A method of providing an arm rest, comprising:
changing a collapsible arm support device from a collapsed
configuration to a deployed configuration;
thereafter, releasably bracing the arm support device
against left and right arms of a seat;
wherein the arm support device comprises:
a left platform moveably connected to a right platform;
a left support frame moveably connected to a right sup-
port frame, the left and right support frames each
having at least one notch on an outboard end thereof;
a left leg pivotally mounted to at least one of the left
platform and the left support frame;
a right leg pivotally mounted to at least one of the right
platform and the right support frame;
wherein, in the collapsed configuration:
the left and right platforms are substantially parallel;
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the left and right support frames are substantially paral-
lel;

the left leg is substantially parallel to the left platform;

the right leg is substantially parallel to the right platform;

wherein, in the deployed configuration:

the left and right platforms are substantially parallel;

the left and right support frames are disposed transverse
to each other at a non-zero angle;

the left leg is disposed transverse to the left platform and
the left support frame and extends between the left
platform and the left support frame so as to space
outboard portions of the left platform and the left
support frame from each other;

the right leg is disposed transverse to the right platform
and the right support frame and extends between the
right platform and the right support frame so as to
space outboard portions of the right platform and right
support frame from each other;

wherein the bracing the arm support device comprises

engaging the notches of the left and right support frame
against the left and right arms, respectively.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the changing the col-
lapsible arm support device from the collapsed configuration
to the deployed configuration comprises rotating the right
support frame relative to the left support frame through an arc
greater than 90°.

3. The method of claim 1:

wherein the left support frame has two notches on the

outboard end thereof spaced from each other;

wherein the right support frame has two notches on the

outboard end thereof spaced from each other;

wherein the bracing the arm support device comprises:

engaging the two notches of the left support frame
against the left arms of the seat; and

engaging the two notches of the right support frame
against the right arms of the seat.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the changing the col-
lapsible arm support device from the collapsed configuration
to the deployed configuration comprises:

engaging a protrusion on the left leg in one hole of a

plurality of through holes in the left support frame; and

engaging a protrusion on the right leg in one hole of a

plurality of through holes in the right support frame.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising thereafter
disposing elbows in recesses in the left and right platforms,
respectively.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising thereafter
disconnecting the support device from the seat and returning
the arm support device to the collapsed configuration.

7. A collapsible arm support device, comprising:

a left platform moveably connected to a right platform;

a left support frame pivotally connected to a right support

frame and the right platform;

wherein the left support frame has at least one notch on an

outboard end thereof;

wherein the right support frame has at least one notch on an

outboard end thereof;

a left leg pivotally mounted to at least one of the left

platform and the left support frame;

a right leg pivotally mounted to at least one of the right

platform and the right support frame;

wherein the arm support device is movable between a

collapsed configuration and a deployed configuration;
wherein, in the collapsed configuration:
the left and right platforms are substantially parallel;
the left and right support frames are substantially paral-
lel;
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the left leg is substantially parallel to the left platform;
the right leg is substantially parallel to the right platform;
wherein, in the deployed configuration:
the left and right platforms are substantially parallel;
the left and right support frames are disposed transverse
to each other at a non-zero angle;
the left leg is disposed transverse to the left platform and
the left support frame and extends between the left
platform and the left support frame so as to space
outboard portions of the left platform and the left
support frame from each other;
the right leg is disposed transverse to the right platform
and the right support frame and extends between the
right platform and the right support frame so as to
space outboard portions of the right platform and right
support frame from each other;
the left support frame comprises a grip pad forming an
outboard face of the notch in the left support frame;
the right support frame comprises a grip pad forming an
outboard face of the notch in the right support frame.
8. The device of claim 7, wherein, in the deployed configu-

ration:

the left platform, the left support frame, and the left leg
form a first triangle;

the right platform, the right support frame, and the right leg
form a second triangle;

wherein the first and second triangles are right triangles.

9. The device of claim 7, wherein the left and right legs are

30 fixed in length.
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10. The device of claim 7:

wherein the left platform includes a first recess in an out-
board section thereof;

wherein the right platform includes a second recess in an
outboard section thereof.

11. The device of claim 10, wherein the first and second

recesses are through holes.

12. The device of claim 7:

wherein the left support frame is pivotally connected to the
right support frame at a hinge assembly;

wherein, in the deployed configuration, the left and right
support frames define an open space therebetween such
that the left and right support frames are not connected to
each other except through hinge assembly.

13. The device of claim 7, wherein the left and right plat-

forms are substantially planar.

14. The device of claim 7:

wherein the left support frame comprises a plurality of
holes therethrough and the left leg includes a protrusion
configured to be received in the holes of the left support
frame when the device is in the deployed configuration;

wherein the right support frame comprises a plurality of
holes therethrough and the right leg includes a protru-
sion configured to be received in the holes of the right
support frame when the device is in the deployed con-
figuration.

15. The device of claim 7:

wherein the left support frame is rotatable relative to the
right support frame about a first pivot axis associated
with a hinge assembly;

wherein the first pivot axis is disposed equidistant from
outermost tips of the left and right platforms with the
device in the deployed configuration.

16. A collapsible arm support device, comprising:

a left platform moveably connected to a right platform;

a left support frame pivotally connected to a right support
frame and the right platform;
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wherein the left support frame has at least one notch on an
outboard end thereof;
wherein the right support frame has at least one notch on an
outboard end thereof;
a left leg pivotally mounted to at least one of the left
platform and the left support frame;
a right leg pivotally mounted to at least one of the right
platform and the right support frame;
wherein the arm support device is movable between a
collapsed configuration and a deployed configuration;
wherein, in the collapsed configuration:
the left and right platforms are substantially parallel;
the left and right support frames are substantially paral-
lel;
the left leg is substantially parallel to the left platform;
the right leg is substantially parallel to the right platform;
wherein, in the deployed configuration:
the left and right platforms are substantially parallel;
the left and right support frames are disposed transverse
to each other at a non-zero angle;
the left leg is disposed transverse to the left platform and
the left support frame and extends between the left
platform and the left support frame so as to space
outboard portions of the left platform and the left
support frame from each other;
the right leg is disposed transverse to the right platform
and the right support frame and extends between the
right platform and the right support frame so as to
space outboard portions of the right platform and right
support frame from each other;
wherein the left support frame is pivotally connected to the
right support frame at a hinge assembly;
wherein, in the deployed configuration, the left and right
support frames define an open space therebetween such
that the left and right support frames are not connected to
each other except through hinge assembly;
wherein the hinge assembly comprises a hinge frame and
first, second, and third distinct pivot axes that are spaced
from each other;
wherein the left and right support frames pivot about the
first pivot axis;
wherein the left platform pivots about the second pivot
axis;
wherein the right platform pivots about the third pivot axis.
17. A collapsible arm support device, comprising:
a left platform moveably connected to a right platform;
a left support frame pivotally connected to a right support
frame and the right platform;
wherein the left support frame has at least one notch on an
outboard end thereof;
wherein the right support frame has at least one notch on an
outboard end thereof;
a left leg pivotally mounted to at least one of the left
platform and the left support frame;
a right leg pivotally mounted to at least one of the right
platform and the right support frame;
wherein the arm support device is movable between a
collapsed configuration and a deployed configuration;
wherein, in the collapsed configuration:
the left and right platforms are substantially parallel;
the left and right support frames are substantially paral-
lel;
the left leg is substantially parallel to the left platform;
the right leg is substantially parallel to the right platform;
wherein, in the deployed configuration:
the left and right platforms are substantially parallel;
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the left and right support frames are disposed transverse
to each other at a non-zero angle;
the left leg is disposed transverse to the left platform and
the left support frame and extends between the left
platform and the left support frame so as to space
outboard portions of the left platform and the left
support frame from each other;
the right leg is disposed transverse to the right platform
and the right support frame and extends between the
right platform and the right support frame so as to
space outboard portions of the right platform and right
support frame from each other;
wherein the left and right support frames are configured
such that the right support frame rotates relative to the
left support frame through an arc greater than 90° when
the device is changed from the collapsed configuration
to the deployed configuration.
18. A collapsible arm support device, comprising:
a left platform moveably connected to a right platform;
a left support frame pivotally connected to a right support
frame and the right platform;
wherein the left support frame has at least one notch on an
outboard end thereof;
wherein the right support frame has at least one notch on an
outboard end thereof;
a left leg pivotally mounted to at least one of the left
platform and the left support frame;
a right leg pivotally mounted to at least one of the right
platform and the right support frame;
wherein the arm support device is movable between a
collapsed configuration and a deployed configuration;
wherein, in the collapsed configuration:
the left and right platforms are substantially parallel;
the left and right support frames are substantially paral-
lel;
the left leg is substantially parallel to the left platform;
the right leg is substantially parallel to the right platform;
wherein, in the deployed configuration:
the left and right platforms are substantially parallel;
the left and right support frames are disposed transverse
to each other at a non-zero angle;
the left leg is disposed transverse to the left platform and
the left support frame and extends between the left
platform and the left support frame so as to space
outboard portions of the left platform and the left
support frame from each other;
the right leg is disposed transverse to the right platform
and the right support frame and extends between the
right platform and the right support frame so as to
space outboard portions of the right platform and right
support frame from each other;
wherein the left support frame has two notches on the
outboard end thereof spaced from each other;
wherein the right support frame has two notches on the
outboard end thereof spaced from each other.
19. A collapsible arm support device, comprising:
a left platform moveably connected to a right platform;
a left support frame pivotally connected to a right support
frame and the right platform;
wherein the left support frame has at least one notch on an
outboard end thereof;
wherein the right support frame has at least one notch on an
outboard end thereof;
a left leg pivotally mounted to at least one of the left
platform and the left support frame;
a right leg pivotally mounted to at least one of the right
platform and the right support frame;
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wherein the arm support device is movable between a
collapsed configuration and a deployed configuration;
wherein, in the collapsed configuration:
the left and right platforms are substantially parallel;
the left and right support frames are substantially paral-
lel;
the left leg is substantially parallel to the left platform;
the right leg is substantially parallel to the right platform;
wherein, in the deployed configuration:
the left and right platforms are substantially parallel;
the left and right support frames are disposed transverse
to each other at a non-zero angle;
the left leg is disposed transverse to the left platform and
the left support frame and extends between the left
platform and the left support frame so as to space
outboard portions of the left platform and the left
support frame from each other;
the right leg is disposed transverse to the right platform
and the right support frame and extends between the
right platform and the right support frame so as to
space outboard portions of the right platform and right
support frame from each other;
where a linear distance between outboard tips of the left
and right support frames is variable with the device in the
deployed configuration.
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